
Good afternoon, everyone!  It’s been a pleasure to spend the last couple of days 
together!  Everyone’s energy, passion, and dedication to the success of SGMP is 
contagious!  Let’s hear it again for all the winners last night!  
 
As I was making my journey to Pittsburgh, I could not help reflecting about the theme of 
this year’s conference – “Resilient and on the Rise.” 
 
Our last conference in Huntsville seems like only yesterday.  Our rebound from the 
global pandemic was impressive as we had120 in-person trailblazers and 109 virtual 
participants.  Even though last year’s NEC was a huge success, neither our Society nor 
the hospitality industry was in the position of knowing if this year’s NEC would be 
possible?  One thing was for sure, we had a very big hill to climb in a short amount of 
time. 
 
In a matter of nine short months SGMP found a way to make it happen!  Today I proudly 
stand before you at the Wyndham Grand in Pittsburgh.  I am honored to be your 
National President.  Rebounding in such a tenacious manner illustrates that SGMP is 
both Resilient and on the Rise!  Although we still have a long way to go, it is very 
important to take the time to acknowledge the tremendous sacrifices we have all made 
through the recent devastating and unprecedented times. 
 
I will once again take this time to thank all the talented volunteers, sponsors and leaders 
who were instrumental of standing-up a quality conference so quickly from ground zero.  
Notably, I would like to extend a very special thank you to the team of Wyndham Grand 
for your generosity and partnership in delivering such an outstanding and memorable 
experience.  On behalf of SGMP, Thank you.  
 
As we continue to move forward, we are all playing an important role of helping our 
Society as well as the Hospitality Industry recover.  It is awesome to acknowledge that 
we are in the process of making history. 
 
As we embark on this journey together, it is important that we focus on our foundation; 
Our mission to enhance and promote the expertise of government meeting 
professionals.  As a result, it is critical that we concentrate on the basics.  And as SGMP 
is still in the position of deficit spending, these areas must be on the primary revenue 
drivers:  
 
1. Membership  
2. The National Education Conference 
3.  CGMP Certifications 
 
Year-over-year, the total of our national members remained flat.  Although, we hoped 
for more positive results, I earnestly believe we sustained positive progress in this area 
by not moving backwards.  Several unpredictable factors related to the corona virus 
variants, massive up-spikes in fuel prices and unprecedented rises in inflation impacted 
other comparable industry associations in more adverse and negative ways. 



 
This being understood, I would like to thank our National Membership Committee for 
working so hard to help our chapters recruit and retain members.  We appreciate your 
devotion and hard work. 
 
As Membership is our Society’s largest revenue driver, it is important that we all 
understand that it is everyone’s responsibility to step-up in this area.  Again, we are in 
the process of making history, it really IS up to us, folks.  
  
Everyone here understands that SGMP offers government planners and suppliers more 
today than ever.  I am sure we are all confident that SGMP will continue to represent the 
best of the best, whether this be through our National Conference, CGMP Certifications, 
education programs, webinars, networking opportunities or the wide ranges of practical 
solutions for both planners and suppliers.   
 
To date, SGMP has 1,283 members.  I am going to challenge every current member to 
recruit at least one new member to SGMP between now and our next NEC in 
Bloomington, MN.  Our primary objective is growth, and this all starts with Membership.  
If we are going to succeed, next June we must have at least 1,500 Members.  I know 
everyone in this ballroom is a leader.  So, I am completely assured that we will easily 
achieve this mark.  
 
While we are on the topic of growth, we also need to take a close look at another 
significant revenue driver, which is the National Education Conference itself.   
 
I can proudly confirm that year-over-year our in-person attendees moved from 120 to 
233.  This represents a 94 percent increase over the course of just 9 months!  I am 
going to take this time to acknowledge to the tremendous progress from our NEC 
Committee as well as Sponsorship Committee, who worked tirelessly together to lift-up 
this year’s NEC ground zero.   
 
Most importantly, we all need to give a huge round of applause to our generous 
Sponsors and Suppliers who stepped up and supported SGMP when we needed them 
the most.  Again, SGMP is still in the position of deficit spending, so without your 
generous contributions and partnerships none of us would be here today.  On behalf of 
SGMP, thank you so very much!  
 
Next year in Bloomington, MN at the Radisson Blu Mall of America, our target is to 
exceed 400 attendees!  And we will absolutely achieve this target!   
 
Finally, the key third area we must succeed in is the CGMP Certification.  SGMP’s 
Certified Government Meeting Professional (CGMP) is recognized as the highest 
designation in the hospitality industry related to the Government Market.  Prior to this 
conference, SGMP has 429 active “CGMP Members.”  This figure represents roughly 
one-third of our national membership. 
 



As an education society, it is paramount that we aggressively promote the CGMP as the 
industry’s premier government certification.  Holding a CGMP is meaningful and plays a 
huge part in SGMP’s identity.  Moving forward, it is our ambition to bring this percentage 
up to over 50 percent.  
 
When I look around this room, I see leaders.  Leaders who believe in empowerment 
who have the courage and grit to lead from the front.  As your National President I thank 
each of you for your professionalism and loyal support of SGMP. 
 
Finally, I believe we are officially past the turning point.  Together we can put SGMP on 
a trajectory that will benefit us for years to come.  
 
We have leadership at both national and chapter levels, a talented group of GIL 
Trustees, plus strong committees and volunteers fiercely devoted to the future of 
SGMP. 
 
If we continue to drive support in the areas of Membership, the National Conference 
and CGMP Certifications, we will certainly solidify SGMP as the industry leader it needs 
to be.  
 
Thank you for you for being the best of the best, and cheers to brighter days ahead.  
Thank you. 
 


